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Report of Joint Committee Submitted in Reference

to

Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (NGT), Central Zonal

Bench, Bhopal Order dated 29-09-2023 in the Matter
of

Original Application No. 118/2023 (CZ)
Ram Sujaan Yadav
Versus
State of Madhya Pradesh & Ors.

Hon’ble NGT (CZ), Bhopal in OA No. 118/2023 vide its order dated
29/09/2023 in the matter of “Ram Sujaan Yadav Versus State of Madhya
Pradesh & Ors. ” directed underparal,2 & 3 as :-

1. This Original application has been registered on the
basis of a letter petition received from one Mr. Ram Sujan
Yadav resident of village Tikariya, Tehsil Kundam,
District- Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh and other residents
of village Kundwara with the allegation that 20 acres of
reserved forest has been taken in unauthorised
possession and illegal felling of trees is being done at
village Kundwara, Forest Police Post Baghraji Range
Kundam, District- Jabalpur. Further allegation is that
one Mr. Raju Singh Thakur (Gaur) and one named, Forest
Guard have colluded and while taking illegal possession
of the land, they hdve cut the trees of Sdagwan and
Satkatha and have started cultivating the said land.
There is an allegation of grabbing 20 acres of reserved

Jorest land in collusion with the forest officers.
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2. The letter petition involves substantial question relating
to the environment and violation of the provisions of the
scheduled Acts. Hence, at this stage, we deem it proper to
issue notice to Mr. Raju Singh Thakur (Gaur) against
whom the allegations have been made. We also deem it
proper to form a joint Committee comprising the
representative of the Chief Conservator of Forest,
Government of Madhya Pradesh, the Secretary, MoEF&CC
(integrated office at Bhopal), the Member Secretary,
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and the District
Magistrate, district Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh. The
District Magistrate will act as coordinating officer.

3. The joint Committee will visit the spot and will ascertain
the truthfulness of allegation in respect of grabbing land
of the reserved forest, illegal felling of trees and any
other issue found relevant on the spot and will also find
out the persons responsible for the same and submit the
report alongwith the remedial action within eight weeks
by email at ngtczbbho-mp@,qov.in preferably in the form
of searchable PDF/OCR support PDF and not in the form
of image PDF.

Accordingly, following officers from the concerning departments were
nominated for the Joint Committee. Copy of nomination letters are enclosed

as Annexure- 1
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S. No Name of Department Name of Committee Member

1 Representative of District Sh. Raghuveer Singh Maravi
Magistrate, district SDM, Revenue
Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh Kundam, District Jabalpur
Madhya Pradesh
2 Representative of the Chief Shri M. L. Warkade
Conservator of Forest, Sub Divisional Forest Officer
Government of Madhya Sihora , District Jabalpur
Pradesh Madhya Pradesh
3 Representative of the Dr. Yogendra Kumar Saxena
Member Secretary, Central Scientist — C
Pollution Control Board Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) R.D., Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh
4 Representative of Shri Hare Ram Kumar
Secretary, MoEF&CC Technical Officer
(integrated office at MoEF&CC
Bhopal) Regional Office, Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh

Prior to the site visit, an on-site meeting of all Committee Members was
convened at reserve forest rest house. It is pertinent to mention that the

Complainant was also invited to this meeting. Attendance sheet is attached as

Annexure-2.
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This report is being filed by the aforementioned Joint Committee after
conducting the field visit on 24/11/2023, looking in to the issues raised by the
Complainant and discussing with all department i.e. Sub Divisional Forest

Officer, SDM , MoEF&CC Regional Office and CPCB.

(A) Background and Specific Issues in this matter:-

1. 20 acres of reserved forest has been taken in unauthorised possession and
illegal felling of trees is being done at village Kundwara, Forest Post Baghraji
Range Kundam, District- Jabalpur.

2. Further allegation is that one Mr. Raju Singh Thakur (Gaur) and one Mr. Sanjay
Haldkar,Forest Guard have colluded and while taking illegal possession of the
land, they have cut the trees of Sagwan and Satkatha and have started
cultivating the said land.

3. There is an allegation of grabbing 20 acres of reserved forest land in collusion

with the forest officers.

(B) Factual Observations:-

1. The encroached forest land i.e compartment no. R.F. 293 B,
Vanagram Kundwara, Forest Range Kundam District-Jabalpur which
was encroached by Rajkumar Kulaste Alias Raju Singh Thakur
(Gaund) and Tahal Singh Marko is visited by the members of the
joint committee and during the inspection it was found that at
present compartment no. R.F.293 B in the possession of the Forest

Department.

- . ____]
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2. During inspection, remains of tree cutting and farming activities

were found on the said land.

3. However, it was also found that in the said area about 2.02 hectares
of forest area had been encroached upon by Shri Raju Singh Thakur
(Gaund) and Tahal Singh Marko and a total of 51 trees of mixed

species (Palas) had also been illegally cut.

4. At Present the stumps of the cut trees are present, the photo of

which is attached as Annexure-3.

5. The KML file of the affected forest land was created which is

attached as Annexure-4.

6. The satellite imagery of the affected forest land from the year 2018
to the year 2023 respectively are attached as Annexure no.5 , Apart

from this, no other lllegal felling of trees and encroachment was

found on the spot .

(C) Remedial Action Taken by Forest Department: -

According to the information given by the Forest Department, the
following sequential action was taken.

1. During the investigation done by the forest department it was found that
the real name of Raju singh Thakur (Gond) is Rajkumar Kulaste

2. During the routine patrolling of Range Officer Kundam Mr. Mahesh
Chandra kushwah to Kundwara beat on 06.07.2023, Encroachment was
found in R.F. 293 Beat Incharge Kundwara Mr. Sanjah haldkar and Range

Assistant Baghraji Mr. Ramlal Tiwari were asked about the incidence, as
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they did not take any legal action, panchnama was prepared and then
forest offence number 1839/07 dated 06.07.2023 and 1839/08 dated
06.07.2023 were registered against encroachers under the provision of
Indian Forest Act 1927. Photocopy of POR (Preliminary Offence Report)

(Annexure-6) and Panchnama are attached at Annexure- 7.

3. Letter issued by Range Officer Kundam to Range Assistant Baghraiji,
regarding not taking cognizance of the forest offence by official letter
number/Kundam/864 dated 10.07.2023. Photocopy of the letter is

attached at Annexure 8.

4. On 14.07.2023, the team of forest staff at forest range kundam tried to
remove the encroachment and the fence of the encroached forest land was
removed but due to protest by the women, the encroachment could not be
evicted. A Photocopy of Panchnama is attached as Annexure-9. On
21.07.2023, the team of forest staff at forest range kundam tried to
remove the encroachment by plowing with a tractor, but due to heavy
rainfall after plowing, the encroachment could not be completely removed.

A Photocopy of Panchnama is attached at Annexure 10.

5. On 03/08/2023 The Charge of sub range Baghraji is taken over by Shri

Vinod kumar ahirwar Dy ranger.

6. letter written by Range Officer Kundam by official letter No, Kundam/995
dated 14.08.2023 to the Divisional Forest Officer, Jabalpur for disciplinary
action against the Beat In-charge Kundwara Shri Sanjay Haldkar, Forest
Guard and the Range Assistant, Baghraji Shri Ramlal Tiwari, Deputy Forest
Range Officer, fqr not taking cognizance of the encroachment and being

negligent. A Photocopy of the letter is attached at Annexure 11.

R e T B R S SO .
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7. Sub Divisional Forest Officer Sihora in the compliance of instructions given
by Divisional Forest Officer, Forest Division Jabalpur (T) dated 05.09.2023,
the complaint was investigated and the statement of the complainant was
taken and the complainant Ramsujan Yadav said that hi has not made any
kind of complaint anywhere. The signatures given in the complaint letter
areé forged. A Photocopy of the statement is attached at Annexure-12. In
the said complaint, an investigation related to encroachment and illegal
felling was done in which encroachment was found in 3-3.5, acres of forest
land (R.F. 293B) by Rajkumar Kulaste and Tahal Singh Marko respectively.
Forest offence number 1839/07 dated 06.07.2023 and 1839/08 dated
06.07.2023 registered by Range Officer Kundam have been confirmed.
About the forest offence, the statements of the beat in-charge Mr. Sanjay
Haldkar, Forest Guard and the former Range Assistant Baghraji Mr. Ramlal
Tiwari, Deputy Ranger were taken. In their statement, they said that no
legal action was taken by them till the visit of the Range Officer, kundam in
the said forest offence. The due Photocopies of the statements are
attached at Annexure-13 and the statements of the encroachers were
taken, they told in their statement that they submitted the amount of fine
for forest offence to the Range Assistant Baghraji Mr. Vinod Ahirwar,
Deputy Forest Ranger the amount paid by Rajkumar Kulaste and Tahal
Singh Marko Rs. 21179/- and Rs. 14501/- respectively On 21.08.2023. The
recovery of the aforesaid fine amount was done without the prior approval
of the competent authority and a raw receipt was given to the concerned

in handwritten form. A Photocopy of which is attached as Annexure-14.

e R T B R B B s M B e s e P e e e e st
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8. Money receipt number 3044/41 dated 09.09.2023 amounting to 7060/-,
3044/43 amounting to 7060/- dated11.09.2023 and 3044/45 amounting to
7060/- dated 12.09.2023 were issued for the amount received from
accused Rajkumar Kulaste. The photocopies of which are attached at
Annexure-15 and the said amount was deposited in the treasury through
challan of Rs. 7060/- on 16.09.2023, 7060/- on 18.09.2023 and 7060/- on
18.09.2023. The Photocopies of which are attached as Annexure 16.

9. Money receipt number 3044/42 dated 09.09.2023 amounting to 7394/-
and 3044/44 dated 12.09.2023 amounting to 7394/- has been issued for
the amount received from accused Shri Tahal Singh Marko. The
Photocopies of which r attached at Annexure-17 and the said amount was
deposited in the treasury through challan amounting to Rs. 7394/- on
16.09.2023 and Rs. 7394/- on 18.09.2023 whose photocopies are attached

as Annexure-18.

10.In the said complaint, then Beat in charge Shri Sanjay Haldkar, Forest
Guard (suspended) and the then Range Assistant Baghraji Shri Ramlal
Tiwari Deputy Forest Ranger despite having information about the
occurrence of forest offence no legal action was taken by either of them as
a result, a report was sent to the Divisional Forest Officer, Jabalpur, vide
official letter No./sdof/2200 dated 06.09.2023, along with
recommendations for disciplinary action against the concerned employees,

a photocopy of which is attached as Annexure 19.

11.Due to negligence and irresponsibility towards work the Divisional Forest
Officer Jabalpur, suspended the beat in-charge Mr. Sanjay Haldkar, Forest
Guard with immediate effect through his order no. 829 Jabalpur, dated
08.09.2023. Photocopy of the order is attached as Annexure-20.

- ____ ________]
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12.In the matter Range Assistant Baghraji Shri Vinod Kumar Ahirwar, Deputy
Forest Ranger was suspended with immediate effect by Divisional Forest
Officer, Jabalpur; vide his order number / 828 Jabalpur, dated 08.09.2023,
due to negligence and indifference towards duty in the matter. A

Photocopy of the order is attached at Annexure-21.

13.A show cause notice was issued by the Divisional Forest Officer, Jabalpur
vide Official letter No./Establishment/2944 Jabalpur, dated 21.09.2023, to
former Range Assistant Baghraji Shri Ramlal Tiwari, Deputy Forest Ranger
and when the reply was not found satisfactory, an official letter
no./Establishment/3526 Jabalpur, dated 31.10.2023, charge sheet issued
for the establishment of departmental inquiry. Photocopies of the letters

are attached at Annexure-22.

14. Fine for illegal felling of trees is submitted by both accused and After
completion of investigation challan is presented against the accused
Rajkumar Kulaste And Tahal Singh Marko under section 26 (1) (A) and 26
(1) (H) of India Forest Act 1927 Before the Honorable District Court
Jabalpur on 16.10.2023. Whose RCT (Regular Criminal Trial) number is
29840/2023 which is under trial photocopy of which is attached at

Annexure- 23.

15.0n 06.11.2023, encroachment was evicted by the team of Forest Range
Kundam by digging 176 pits with the machine, the panchnama and
photograph of which are attached at Annexure-24 and Annexure-3

respectively.

16.In relation to the above complaint, the Forest Department has taken action
as per the departmental procedure against the encroachers and

disciplinary action has also been taken against the employees who are
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responsibie for negligence at present. the sad forest land s unae

control of the Forest Department.
(D)Recommendation:-

1 The forest area which has been damaged should be replanted with
fencing using local species.

2. Fencing of the forest area should be done properly

3. The Daily diary should be maintained properly,
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Dr. Yogendra Kumar Saxena Raghuveer Singh Marawi
: St~ SDM, Revenue
Kundam, District Jebalpur
Madhva Pradesh

Sub i orest Ofieer
Sthora , District Jabalpur
Madhva Pradesh
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Offioe Pogese No. »% -500-200-
Oeiganad f Dupliisie . roo o
ica H, & M.CP. & Bear (B.L ) Subtsidary Ru s 19 & 23 Under Treasury Rudes 77
Challan only Paid into THE STATE BANK 361 TREASURY
\To be Presented at the Single or Duplicate or Triplicate The Case May Be)

(G # g9 U A1 Q) A1 @9 S o 81 U9 SR 9iRY)

By Whom Brought On Account of Under Rs, | GSTIN | 1.p, (ge®w) | Other Totul _‘
(@ wman) (e ) Amount ' Amount |
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